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Prosent the present situstion of the Surgeon General's library in
Weshington. The attitude of the Depertment of Defense iz that the library is not
& proper cuarge on the defense of the US and the suggmsstion hes been made that
the HRC constitute s cocmittes to praepare e repert on the library with recommenda-
tions as to what should be dotiss The Index Ceatslogue was discontinued in
Jenuury 1950. It 18 perfectly clear thut the library needs a large new building
and thzt its mejor functions sre &« lending library, sz storage of & truly remarkable
collection of medical liternture, and the piuce whers the Index (stalogue or
comatiuing compsrable could snd should de produced. Thesze functlons do not demsnd
Jocation in wWsshington tut they do call for » Muilalng thst would probebly cost
$10 million, and the maintenance of the service and e Index Catalogues would
probrbly come to an emnual cost of $2,500,000.

W asked me to be the chairman of an RRAC committes and pregaressreport.
I told him thst the rea.oms that I would probably not be able to wccept this task
were (1) tiaut my job culls for too wmch trave} and sometiues for absences from the
U8 of two months or more; (2) that my travel, together with some governmment jobs
I have, constitutes all I csn do; and (3) that I am not particulurly fasiliar with
medlcal librery administretion or its problems. Told him I would thimk it over
carefully, however, since the Surgeon Genersl's librery has & world lwmportance in
the field of medical litersture. I leter wrote W that I could not assume this
responsibility. (Filos)



